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55th Anniversary Commemorative Performance Honoring Naoyoshi Umewaka I
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Naohiko Umewaka, Ph.D

A pioneer in the world of Noh theater, embodies a legacy steeped in
tradition and innovation. With a lineage spanning over 600 years, he
inherits a profound cultural heritage, including his great-grandfather's
pivotal role in preserving Moh during the Meiji restoration. From the
age of three, Naohiko embarked on a lifelong journey in performance,
marked by milestones such as his debut in "Tsuchigumg" at nine.

As a playwright, director, and scholar, Umewaka has created
groundbreaking works such as “The Baptism of Jesus,' performed
before Pope John Paul Il. Venturing into international collaborations,
he transcends cultural boundaries, as seen in productions like "Lear
Dreaming"”, "Hannibal", and "Hell Says Noh".

Beyond the stage, Umewaka's influence spans cinema, literature, and
academia.

He is the author of "Introduction to Noh" (lwanami Shoten)" and hold a
PhD from the Royal Holloway, University of London. He has taught at a
professor at Shizuoka University of Art and Culture, Keio University
and Temple University, Naohiko bridges tradition and modernity.

From The Vatican to Tokyo, his creations resonate, showcasing the
relevance of Noh in the contemporary world.

https://www.nachikoumewaka.com/
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[FIZV0]Y a.k.a. Eric Sze-Lang Chan

Eric Chan, known professionally as EEPMON, is a generative artist, entrepreneur
and cultural envoy from Canada with over two decades of experience blending
code, data, and traditional media for museums such as the Canadian Museum of
History, and global brands like Marvel and Canada Goose. He is a Library and
Archives Canada Scholar and its inaugural Creator in Residence.

-

He has represented Canada at Expo 2025 Osaka, been featured in National
Geographic Japan, and served on multiple minister-led Team Canada trade
missions including China in 2018 and Japan in 2023. Notably, he testified before
the House of Commons Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage on Al's

H impact on the creative industries. The Royal Canadian Navy has appointed

: & 1 EEPMON as its National Ambassador for Navy Bike Ride 2026.

His landmark solo exhibition at the Embassy of Canada to Japan, Prince
Takamado Gallery in Tokyo—curated by Rebecca Basciano of the Ottawa Art
Gallery—recently concluded on May 12, 2026.

https://eepmon.com
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